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Promise
by Aki Sagawa
Translated by Masato Fujii

A promise was made

With the long little finger of a star

That the Earth can continue to live

And we can continue to live on the Earth.
It was written on the dark as black paper
With the feather of a tit

With the hoof of a horse

With cow’s milk

With the sap of a grass

In the speech of humans

In the Japanese language

In various other languages.

One thousand stings of radioactive substance stick
Into people

Into mountains, seas, and children.

You adults who broke your promise,

Don’t keep breaking the promise

With life

With countries.

The words

Came from faraway regions

Were collected from vast expanses

Were sent from old times

Were delivered from the distant future

Were born from among us

Were meant to express our prayer.

Our desire for peace

Must not be erased.

Many finger bones are buried in the lands of Asia

As no one has ever found them out.



